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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY ACQUISITION ! 


Egypfc* first half first century A.D. 
66.20 HEAD OF A MAN 


Marble sculpture, H. 12-7/8" 
Purchase from the J» H. Wade Fund 



The slightly larger than life size head of a man in marble comes from 
Egypt and is obviously a portrait with numerous individual features. A man of 

considerable individuality and strong character is indicated. Through a 
comparison with Roman portrait sculptures and coins it has been possible to 
narrow the date of this piece down to^first half of the first century A.D. 

The scale clearly indicated that either a deity or an super or must bo represented. 
It is possible that the aaperor Claudius is the individual portrayed as the 
Cleveland head shows some resemblance to a bust of Claudius in the museum at 
Alexandria. 

The head seems to be complete in its present condition. The top of the 
head was finished flat as was the back. Apparently it was to be fitted into a 
statue composed of other materials. It ’was customary to "fit" imperial statues 
of this type into various places in Egypt, particularly as Egypt was a crown 
colony, the private property of the Roman emperors and her citizens were not 
admitted to Roman citizenship. 
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